
 
  

1 

 

DATE: Oct. 6, 2016 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: 

Brian Zelasko at 413-796-2261 (office) or 413 297-8237 (cell) 

David Stawasz at 413-796-2026 (office) or 413-214-8001 (cell) 

 

POLL: CLINTON MAINTAINS BIG LEAD OVER TRUMP IN BAY STATE 

 

As early voting nears, Democrat holds 32-point advantage in presidential race 

  

SPRINGFIELD, MA…With early voting set to begin in Massachusetts in less than three weeks, 

Hillary Clinton leads Donald Trump by a margin of 58 percent to 26 percent among likely voters 

in the latest survey from the Western New England University Polling Institute. 

 

The statewide telephone survey of 403 likely voters, conducted Sept. 24 through Oct. 3, found 

that even with third party candidates accounting for 11 percent of the vote, Clinton holds a lead in 

Massachusetts comparable to her husband’s margin of victory here in 1996. 

 

The survey, which has a margin of error of plus or minus five percentage points, showed seven 

percent of voters backing Libertarian Gary Johnson for president. Four percent of voters said they 

would support Jill Stein, who is running under the Green-Rainbow Party label in Massachusetts, 

while another four percent said they were undecided and one percent declined to state a 

preference.  Both third-party candidates have connections to the Bay State. Johnson’s vice-

presidential running mate is William Weld, former governor of Massachusetts. Stein lives in 

Massachusetts and has run for governor here in the past.  

 

Among the larger sample of 467 registered voters, Clinton leads Trump by 29 points in the four-

candidate matchup. In a hypothetical match-up between Clinton and Trump without the third-

party candidates, Clinton holds a 35-point lead among likely voters, 65 percent to 30 percent. 

Among all registered voters, Clinton leads Trump by 31 points in a two-candidate race in the 

latest survey. In previous Polling Institute surveys in April of this year and October 2015, Clinton 

led Trump by 36 and 37 points respectively among all registered voters in a two-candidate race. 

 

“Although the 2016 presidential campaign has had its share of twists and turns nationally, voter 

preferences in Massachusetts seem to have been pretty stable over the past year,” said Tim 

Vercellotti, director of the Polling Institute and a professor of political science at Western New 

England University. 

 

Democratic presidential nominees have carried Massachusetts by margins of 23 to 26 percentage 

points in each cycle since 2000. Vercellotti noted that one would have to go back to 1996, when 

Bill Clinton won the state by 33 points, to find a lead similar to that which Hillary Clinton holds 

among likely voters in the latest survey. 

  

Hillary Clinton’s sizable lead exists even as Massachusetts voters express clear divisions over her 

favorability. Forty-eight percent of likely voters hold a favorable view of her, while 44 percent 

hold an unfavorable view. Among all registered voters Clinton’s favorability rating is under 

water, with 44 percent viewing her favorably and 48 percent viewing her unfavorably. Her 

standing among all registered voters has fluctuated only slightly since the last time the Polling 

Institute polled in the presidential race in April. 

 

Trump, however, is far less popular in Massachusetts. Only 25 percent of likely voters view him 

favorably, and 70 percent view him unfavorably. Among all registered voters Trump’s 
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favorability is similar, with 24 percent viewing him favorably and 71 percent viewing him 

unfavorably. Trump’s numbers have improved slightly since the April survey, when only 18 

percent of registered voters viewed him favorably, while 75 percent viewed him unfavorably. 

 

Clinton’s lead over Trump in Massachusetts is due in part to a consolidated base, with 88 percent 

of Democratic likely voters saying they would back her if the election were held today, and only 

five percent of Democrats indicating a preference for Trump. She also leads Trump by 48 percent 

to 30 percent among unenrolled voters, who make up more than 50 percent of the electorate in 

Massachusetts. Clinton receives support from 15 percent of Republican likely voters, while 80 

percent of Republicans say they would support Trump. 

 

Clinton also leads among both men and women, although her advantage varies considerably by 

gender. She leads Trump by 20 points among men, 52 percent to 32 percent, and by 43 points 

among women, 64 percent to 21 percent. Her margin also varies by education level, with a lead of 

about 18 points among voters without a college degree, and 41 points among voters who are 

college graduates. 

 

When asked which candidate they expect will win the presidency, 64 percent of likely voters 

pointed to Clinton, with 20 percent indicating Trump, 15 percent saying they didn’t know, and 

one percent declining to offer an opinion. Among Democrats, 80 percent said they expect Clinton 

to win nationally, while four percent said Trump. Among Republicans, 54 percent predict a 

Trump victory, and 23 percent expect Clinton to win the presidency.  

 

Enthusiasm for voting in the presidential election also remains high, although enthusiasm is 

greater among partisans than among unenrolled voters in Massachusetts. Sixty-three percent of 

Democrats and Republicans say they are extremely or very enthusiastic about voting in the 

presidential election, while the same is true for 48 percent of unenrolled voters. 

 

Although there is little suspense in the presidential race in Massachusetts this year, the 2016 

election is notable for the implementation of early voting for the first time in the state. In the past 

voters could only vote early if they were going to be away from their city or town on Election 

Day and they requested an absentee ballot. This year voters can begin to cast ballots on Oct. 24 in 

Massachusetts, with early voting scheduled to be available until Nov. 4, the Friday before the 

Nov. 8 general election. 
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METHODOLOGY 
 

The Western New England University Polling Institute conducted a telephone survey Sept. 24 – 

Oct. 3, 2016. Western New England University sponsored and funded the study.  The survey 

sample consists of telephone interviews in English only with 526 adults ages 18 and older drawn 

from across Massachusetts using random-digit-dialing.  The sample yielded 467 adults who said 

they are registered to vote in Massachusetts, and 403 voters classified as likely to vote in the Nov. 

8, 2016 general election. Voters were classified as likely voters based on their responses to 

questions about interest in the upcoming election, likelihood of voting in the election, 

participation in the 2012 election, and knowledge of the location and name of their polling place. 

 

Paid interviewers at the Polling Institute dialed household telephone numbers, known as “landline 

numbers,” and cell phone numbers using random samples obtained from Survey Sampling 

International of Shelton, CT. In order to draw a representative sample from the landline numbers, 

interviewers alternated asking for the youngest adult male or the youngest adult female age 18 or 

older who was home at the time of the call. Interviewers dialing cell phone numbers interviewed 

the respondent who answered the cell phone after confirming three things: (1) that the respondent 

was in a safe setting to complete the survey; (2) that the respondent was an adult age 18 or older; 

and (3) that the respondent was a resident of Massachusetts. The sample of all adults consisted of 

265 interviews completed on landlines and 261 interviews completed on cell phones. The landline 

and cell phone data were combined and weighted to reflect the adult population of Massachusetts 

by gender, race, age, and county of residence using U.S. Census estimates for Massachusetts. The 

data also were weighted to adjust for cell phone and landline usage based on state-level estimates 

for Massachusetts from the National Center for Health Statistics and to adjust for voter 

registration by party using figures from the office of the Massachusetts Secretary of the 

Commonwealth. Complete results of the poll and the full text of the landline and cell phone 

versions of the survey are available at http://www1.wne.edu/polling-institute/index.cfm.  

 

All surveys are subject to sampling error, which is the expected probable difference between 

interviewing everyone in a population versus a scientific sampling drawn from that population. 

The margin of sampling error for a sample of 467 registered voters is +/- 4.5 percent at a 95 

percent confidence interval, and the margin of sampling error for a sample of 403 likely voters is 

+/- 5 percent at a 95 percent confidence interval. Thus if 55 percent of likely voters said they 

support Hillary Clinton for president, one would be 95 percent sure that the true figure would be 

between 50 percent and 60 percent (55 percent +/- 5 percent) had all likely voters in 

Massachusetts been interviewed, rather than just a sample.  Sampling error increases as the 

sample size decreases, so statements based on various population subgroups are subject to more 

error than are statements based on the total sample.  Sampling error does not take into account 

other sources of variation inherent in public opinion studies, such as non-response, question 

wording, or context effects. 

 

Established in 2005, the Western New England University Polling Institute conducts research on 

issues of importance to Massachusetts and the region. The Institute provides the University’s 

faculty and students with opportunities to participate in public opinion research. The Institute is a 

charter member of the Transparency Initiative, sponsored by the American Association for Public 

Opinion Research. The Transparency Initiative supports greater openness in the reporting of 

survey research methodology. Additional information about the Polling Institute is available from 

Dr. Tim Vercellotti, director of the Polling Institute, at polling@wne.edu. 
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TABLES 

 

Next, please tell me if you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of the following people. If 

you haven't heard of them or don't have an opinion of them, just tell me and we'll move on. 

 

Do you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of (name). (Names of candidates for president 

were rotated in random order in the survey.)  

 

 

Favorable – Unfavorable Ratings for Hillary Clinton – Likely and Registered Voters 

 

 
 Favorable Unfavorable 

Haven’t 

heard of 
No opinion 

Refused 

(Vol.) 
N* 

Sept. 24 – Oct. 3, 

2016 
Likely voters 48% 44% 0% 5% 3% 403 

Party 

Registration** 
Democrat 78% 15% 0% 5% 2% 159 

 Republican 7% 83% 0% 5% 5% 43 

 
Unenrolled / 

Independent 
36% 56% 0% 5% 3% 190 

Gender Male 40% 52% 0% 6% 2% 205 

 Female 56% 37% 0% 3% 4% 198 

Sept. 24 – Oct. 3, 

2016 
Registered voters 44% 48% 0% 5% 3% 467 

April 1 - 10, 2016 Registered voters 46% 46% 0% 6% 2% 497 

Oct. 1 - 8, 2015 Registered voters 52% 41% 0% 6% 1% 425 

 

* Samples are unweighted N’s and consist of likely voters. Row percentages may not sum to 100 

percent due to rounding. 

 

** Party registration was measured with the following question: Thinking about your voter 

registration that is on file with your local election office, are you registered as a Democrat, 

Republican, unenrolled or independent voter, or something else?  
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Favorable – Unfavorable Ratings for Donald Trump – Likely and Registered Voters 

 

 
 Favorable Unfavorable 

Haven’t 

heard of 
No opinion 

Refused 

(Vol.) 
N* 

Sept. 24 – Oct. 3, 

2016 
Likely voters 25% 70% 0% 3% 2% 403 

Party 

Registration 
Democrat 7% 92% 0% 1% 0% 159 

 Republican 68% 30% 0% 2% 0% 43 

 
Unenrolled / 

Independent 
29% 64% 0% 4% 3% 190 

Gender Male 30% 65% 0% 5% 0% 205 

 Female 21% 75% 0% 2% 2% 198 

Sept. 24 – Oct. 3, 

2016 
Registered voters 24% 71% 0% 3% 2% 467 

April 1 - 10, 2016 Registered voters 18% 75% 0% 5% 2% 497 

Oct. 1 - 8, 2015 Registered voters 22% 68% 0% 8% 1% 425 

 

* Samples are unweighted N’s and consist of likely voters. Row percentages may not sum to 100 

percent due to rounding. 
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If the election for President were held today, and the candidates were Hillary Clinton, the 

Democrat, Donald Trump, the Republican, Gary Johnson, the Libertarian, and Jill Stein, the 

Green-Rainbow Party candidate, would you vote for Hillary Clinton, Donald Trump, Gary 

Johnson, Jill Stein, or some other candidate for President? 

 

If no preference is stated initially: At this moment do you lean more toward Hillary Clinton, 

Donald Trump, Gary Johnson, or 

Jill Stein? 

  

(Names of the major and third party candidates were rotated in random order in the initial and 

follow-up questions. Initial preferences and preferences of leaning voters in the follow-up 

question were combined in the table below.) 

 

Voter Preferences for President (Including Leaners) – Likely and Registered Voters 

 Clinton Trump Johnson Stein 

Don’t 

know / 

Undecided 

Refused N* 

Sept. 24 – 

Oct. 3, 2016 
Likely voters 58% 26% 7% 4% 4% 1% 403 

Party 

Registration 
Democrat 88% 5% 1% 3% 3% 0% 159 

 Republican 15% 80% 2% 0% 3% 0% 43 

 Unenrolled 48% 30% 10% 5% 5% 2% 190 

Gender Male 52% 32% 6% 4% 4% 2% 205 

 Female 64% 21% 7% 2% 5% 0% 198 

Age 18-39 66% 11% 8% 8% 7% 0% 66 

 40-54 51% 30% 11% 2% 5% 2% 98 

 55-64 62% 32% 4% 0% 1% 0% 102 

 65 and older 60% 31% 1% 4% 4% 0% 127 

Education 
High school or 

less 
50% 33% 8% 4% 4% 0% 71 

 Some college 50% 32% 8% 3% 7% 0% 65 

 College graduate 63% 22% 6% 3% 4% 2% 267 

Region Western MA 64% 19% 8% 6% 2% 0% 68 

 Central MA 49% 29% 10% 2% 10% 0% 42 

 
North / South 

Shore 
50% 32% 10% 2% 4% 3% 112 

 
Boston and 

suburbs 
65% 24% 4% 3% 4% 0% 177 

Sept.24 – 

Oct. 3, 2016 

Registered 

voters 
54% 25% 8% 5% 7% 1% 467 

 

* Samples are unweighted N’s and consist of likely voters. Row percentages may not sum to 100 

percent due to rounding. 
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If the election for President were held today, and the candidates were just Hillary Clinton, the 

Democrat, and Donald Trump, the Republican, would you vote for Hillary Clinton or Donald 

Trump? 

 

At this moment would you lean more toward Hillary Clinton or more toward Donald Trump? 

 

(Names of the candidates were rotated in random order in the initial and follow-up questions. 

Initial preferences and preferences of leaning voters in the follow-up question were combined in 

the table below.) 

 

Presidential Match-Up – Clinton vs. Trump (Including Leaners) – Likely and Registered Voters 

 Clinton Trump 

Don’t 

know / 

Undecided 

Refused 

(Vol.) 
N* 

Sep. 24 – Oct. 3, 

2016 
Likely voters 65% 30% 3% 2% 403 

Party Registration Democrat 92% 7% 1% 0% 159 

 Republican 18% 82% 0% 0% 43 

 Unenrolled 57% 37% 3% 3% 190 

Gender Male 58% 36% 4% 3% 205 

 Female 72% 25% 2% 1% 198 

Age 18-39 82% 13% 3% 2% 66 

 40-54 54% 39% 5% 2% 98 

 55-64 64% 33% 3% 0% 102 

 65 and older 63% 36% 1% 0% 127 

Education High school or less 58% 39% 0% 3% 71 

 Some college 62% 35% 3% 0% 65 

 College graduate 68% 26% 4% 2% 267 

Region Western MA 76% 20% 0% 4% 68 

 Central MA 54% 37% 10% 0% 42 

 
North / South 

Shore 
56% 39% 3% 3% 112 

 Boston and suburbs 71% 27% 2% 0% 177 

Sept. 24 – Oct. 3, 

2016 
Registered voters 61% 30% 7% 2% 467 

April 1 – 10, 2016 Registered voters 62% 26% 11% 1% 497 

Oct. 1 – 8, 2015 Registered voters 64% 27% 8% 1% 425 

 

* Subsamples are unweighted N’s, and consist of likely voters. Row percentages may not sum to 

100 percent due to rounding.  
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How enthusiastic would you say you are about voting for president in this fall’s election? Extremely enthusiastic, very enthusiastic, somewhat 

enthusiastic, not too enthusiastic, or not at all enthusiastic?* 

 

 

Enthusiasm for Voting in the 2016 Presidential Election – Registered Voters 

    
Extremely 

Enthusiastic 

Very 

Enthusiastic 

Somewhat 

Enthusiastic 

Not Very 

Enthusiastic 

Not At All 

Enthusiastic 

No 

opinion 

(Vol.) 

N** 

Sept. 24 – Oct. 3, 

2016 

Likely 

voters 
30% 24% 21% 15% 9% 1% 403 

Party Registration Democrat 35% 28% 16% 13% 8% 0% 159 

 Republican 40% 23% 23% 7% 7% 0% 43 

 Unenrolled 26% 22% 24% 17% 10% 1% 190 

Sept. 24 – Oct. 3, 

2016 

Registered 

voters 
26% 21% 22% 18% 13% 1% 467 

April 1 – 10, 2016 
Registered 

voters 
20% 25% 24% 15% 15% 1% 497 

Oct. 1 – 8 , 2015 
Registered 

voters 
18% 31% 27% 16% 7% 1% 425 

 

*The wording of the question in the October 2015 survey varied slightly: “How enthusiastic would you say you are about voting for president in 

next year’s election? Extremely enthusiastic, very enthusiastic, somewhat enthusiastic, not too enthusiastic, or not at all enthusiastic?” 

 

** Subsamples are unweighted N’s, and consist of likely voters. Row percentages may not sum to 100 percent due to rounding.  
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Regardless of whom you plan to vote for, who do you think will win the presidency in the 

November election? 

 

Who Do You Think Will Win the Presidency in the November Election? – Likely and Registered 

Voters 

    
Hillary 

Clinton 

Donald 

Trump 

 Other 

(Vol.) 

Don’t 

know 

(Vol) 

Refused 

(Vol.) N* 

Sept. 24 – Oct. 3, 

2016 

Likely 

voters 
64% 20% 0% 15% 1% 403 

Party Registration Democrat 80% 4% 0% 15% 1% 159 

 Republican 23% 54% 0% 21% 2% 43 

 Unenrolled 56% 26% 0% 16% 1% 190 

Sept. 24 – Oct. 3, 

2016 

Registered 

voters 
62% 20% 1% 16% 1% 467 

 

* Subsamples are unweighted N’s, and consist of likely voters. Row percentages may not sum to 

100 percent due to rounding. 

 


