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Dyear Mr, Kirsch:

During my tenure in the United States Senate, I have introduced and co-sponsored
legislation to cover the 47 million plus people in the United States who ate uninsured with a
comprehensive insurance plan.

[ subscribe to the principles set forth by Health Care for America WNow, but want 10
gxpress fwo reservatlons on signing on to my support.

With respect to the clause in the third bullet - “to join a public health insurance plan” - I
look farward to discussing and considering this issue. A starting point could be the proposal
made by Senator Schumer earlier this week which seeks 1o maintain a level playing field between
the private sector and any public plan. There may well be other proposals on this issue which
should be considered in drafting legislation and debating the bill on the Senate floor.

The other issue which I think requires extensive debate and analysis is the clause in the
eighth bullet — “using the public’s purchasing power to lower drug and other prices.” On April
10, 2007, former Congressional Budget Office Director Peter Orszag wrote to Finance
Committee Chairmean Baucus regarding cost savings from government purchasing of prescription
drugs and indicated that government purchasing would have a negligible effect on saving money.
In order to maintain a level playing field between the private sectar and any public plan,
consideration would have to be given to the implications of the Government's purchasing power
in Buying preseription drugs which could provide an unfair competitive advantage. There may be
other proposals on this issue which should be considered in drafiing legislation and debating the
issue on the Senate floor.

[ look forward to working with you and your Organization as we move forward in the
legislative process on health care reform.

Sincerely,

Arlen Specter

Via Fuacsimile
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it's time for an American solution that will guarantee our families’ haealth and a healthy econamy. The first order
of buginess for the new President and Congress in 2008 should be health care legislation that guarantees quality,
affordable health cere for all.

We all agrae that the longer we wait to fix our broken health care system, the harder it will be for us to get the
haalth care we need, BUT WHAT KIND OF SOLUTION DO WE WANT? A solution in which al of ue — individuals,
amplavers, and government — share responsibility for guaranteeing access to health care we alt ean count on?
Or a scenaric In which we are on our own when it comes to getting heslth care? WHICH SIDE ARE YOU ON?

Which Side Are You On?

O your awn 1o get health Insurance

s Coverage and care for everyone in cur naticn are not
guargrteed.

#  Distourages employers from providing health benefits for
workers, leaving more and more people on their own with the
insurance companles,

-~ Forthe first time, pacple would pay income taxes on heslth
insurance benefits paid for by thalr employers,

v [ndividuals and families would receive 2 tax gredit that would
pay for about one-guarter to one-half of the cost of health
insurance that they purchase on their own.

e [Noreguirements that health insurers have standerd benefits.
Health Insurance companies could charze high daductibles —as
much as $10,000.

= Nothing to stop abugive Insurance cempsny practices, ke
refusing to covar pre-existing conditons, denying or delaving
claims or restricing your choice of dectors,

= N choice of o publle heslth insurance plan as an alernative to
grivate health insuranca.

e Nocontrols on insurance company premiums or profits eron
how much drug compantes can charge for prescriptions.

e Health ingurers will be abie to sell policias peross state fines,
leaving people withott the profection of their state Jaws,

o Fm on this side.

Slgnature:

Nare:

Oate:

Cuality, affordable health care far all

= Guaronteed coverage and care for everyone in America,

e Afferdable coverage and care, with premiums and out-of-
pockat costs based on a family's akility 1o pay.

«  Everyone gets 3 choica of health insurangs plans, including the
right to keep your current insurance, chooge ghother private
plan or%a join & public health insurance pian)ﬁ-

v Standard, comprehensive banefits, with a choice of providers,
that meet our families’ health carg neads — fram preventive
carg b care for serious iilnass.

= Eguity in hesith care access, treatment, resesrch and resources
o people snd communities of color and strengthening health
services in low-income communities.

= Coverage that is predictable and affordable for working
families, ratireas, small businesses, and other employers.

¢« Government sets angd enforces rules on insurance cotvpany
practices and charges, requirfng them o put our health care
hafare their profits,

& Controls costs while improving quality, with measures such ss:
lowering administrative expénaas, invasting in prevantive care,
actively managing disease, sething standards for performanca,
raducing medical errors, and@sing thae public’s purchasing
power to lower drug and othar prices %

o ¥'m on this side
own” proposals,

d | appose the other side’s “an your
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