T .Boone Pickens
{117 Preston Rd

Dallas TX 75225

Dear Mr. Pickens.

Thank vou for your response 10 my acceptance of vour challenge.

I'm grateful that you are prepared to make good on your word and fulfill the offer you made

publicly at the American Spectator Dinner in Washington. D.C. on November 6th.
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I must remind vou. however, that this was and 18 your "challenge.” not mine. You are. after all.
the one who said explicitly at the dinner -- in a way that was calculated to challenge any navsayer
- that vou would give one million dollars “to anyone who could show that anvthing the SBVT

said was false.” (RedState.Com) These were your words -- and nowhere did vou ever suggest, a

93]

vou are now wying to, that vour challenge referred specifically and exclusively to any advertising

by the SBVT.

As vou know, the lies of the SBVT were not confined just to their ads: they were a constant
barrage of television, radio. Internet. speeches. and forums i which — significantly bankrolled by
you — they launched and repeated he after lie. Your chalienge expressly stood behind all of therr

allegations.

I is disturbing that in reaffirming the challenge you issued. your parsing and backtracking seems
eerily reminiscent of the entire approach of the SBVT — sav one thing, put out an allegation, then
duck and weave, hedge and bob when your words catch up with you. I want to believe that this

was 1ot vour intent because I am told that you are a man of vour word, not “'all hat and no cattle.”

Honor and duty. which vou purport to defend. demand that you not selectively back away from
vour original challenge. Your offer clearlv said -- boldly. unequivocally -- to an audience of your
friends and supporters -- that vou would give “a million dollars to anyone who could prove wrong
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anvthing the Swiftboat Veterans charged about Kerry.” (AmericanThinker.com) In my letter. that

i

is the offer which 1 accepted.

1 was interesied to read in your response that you don’t want to see the SBVT “maligned.” and
that you aim “to prevent this important part of American history from being unfanly portrayed.” ]
accepted vour offer precisely because T want to prevent the honorable records of the courageous
mer who served with me from being maligned by the repeated lies of this organizauon. | want o
see the word “Swiftboat” restored to its original meanmg— SYnonymous with honorable service to
country. not political lies aimed to distort and divide. ] would hope that vour nterests should also

be in protecting the record of all those who served our country.

As T've said 1o vou before. 1 am prepared 1o prove the lie and marshal all the evidence. the
quesuon 1s whether vou are prepared to fulfill your obh galion — no variauons. no back peddling.

1o retreal. no new bets. no changing the subject.

The only thing remaining now 1s 1o set the date for our meeting in an appropriate forum. after
which I Jook forward 1o vou keeping your word and writing a check for one million doliars
pavable to the Paralyzed Veterans of America so that we can put vour money to good work for

veterans who have returned home from Irag and Afghanistan.

/A

John F. Kerry
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Boone Pickens

260 Preston Commons West
8117 Preston Road
Dallas TX 75225

November 16. 2007

.S, Senator John Kerrv
304 Russel] Building
Third Floor

Washingtory DC 20510
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Via Fax 202-224-8523

ear Senator Kerry:

5o glad 10 hear from you regarding the Swift Boat Veterans for Truth politica ad
campaigr. and an offer | made public at an American Spectator dinner in Washington.

™

D.C. last week. | am intrigued by vour letter. and am certainly open 10 vour challenge.

My concern at the Spectator Dinner was, and continues to be. that vou and other
pohucal figures were and are maligning the Swift Boat Veterans. and ] want to prevent
this importani part of American history from being unfairiv portraved.

In order to disprove the accuracy of the Swift Boat ads, 1 will ultimatelv need vou 10
provide the following:

The journal vou maintained during vour service 1n Vietnam.
2) Your military record. specifically vour service records for the vears 1971-197¢.
and copies of all movies and tapes made during vour service.

Wher vou have done so. if you can then prove anvthing in the ads was material )y
untrue. | will gladly eward $1 million. As vou know, | have been a long and proud
supporter of the American miliary and veterans’ causes. 1 now chalienge vou to make
this commitment: 1If vou cannot prove anvthing in the Swift Boat ads 10 be untrue. tha

vou will make a §1 million gifi 1o the chariry | am choosing -- the Medal of Honor

Foundation. '
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N

T.Boone Pickens
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T.Boone Pickens
8117 Preston Rd
Dallas TX 75225

Mr. Pickens,

It has come to my attention through the accounts of individuals who were in attendance at
the American Spectator’s Robert L. Bartley Dinner & 40th Anniversary Gala as well as
through the public accounts, that you personally “staked one million dollars” that “no
one” could “prove anything the Swift Boat Veterans for Truth said in 2004 was false”
(RedState.Com) and offered “a million dollars to anyone who could prove wrong
anything the Swiftboat Veterans charged about Kerry.” (AmericanThinker.com)

I welcome the opportunity to prove that yOu are a man of your word and that the so-
called “Swift Boat Veterans for Truth” lied. While I am prepared to show they lied on
allegation after allegation, you have generously offered to pay one million dollars for just

one thing that can be proven false. I am prepared to prove the lie beyond any reasonable
doubt.

I would request that your check be made payable to the Paralyzed Veterans of America
which is doing incredible work every day to meet the needs of veterans returned home
from Irag and Afghanistan. My hope is that by sending this money to such a dedicated
organization — founded for veterans, by veterans — some good can come out of the ugly
smears and lies of the orchestrated campaign you bankrolled in 2004 in an attempt to
discredit my military record and the record of the men who served alongside me on the
Swift Boats of the Mekong Delta.

[ would be more than happy to travel to Dallas to meet with you in a mutually agreed
upon public forum, or would invite you to join me in Massachusetts for a public dialogue
and then together we could visit the Paralyzed Veterans of America in Norwood and see
firsthand how we can put your money to good work for our veterans.

I look forward to setting up a visit at the earliest possible, mutually convenient time. I
trust that you are a man of your word, having made a very public challenge at a major
Washington dinner, and look forward to taking you up on this challenge.

Sincerely,

LY

John F. Ker
United Stat

N
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s Senator
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